August 23rd, 2009
Hi 
Last Sunday, the Kowloon South MTR link (as it is called) opened. Quite a lot of people did not know it was open. That would have included me had it not been for the radio news, as I mentioned in last week’s letter. 
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As you probably know, Kim Dae-Jung, a former president of Korea, died the other day. Although he did not establish democracy in South Korea, following the years of military dictatorship, he cemented it in the country. He certainly had a tough life opposing the generals and had the nine lives of the proverbial cat. He was often tortured (which is why he walked with a limp, if you have ever seen him walking), was sentenced to be executed, and at one point was even kidnapped from Japan, bound and about to be tossed overboard into the sea when the US military got wind of it and ensured that it did not happen. He also tried to mend ties with North Korea who have actually sent a delegation to the South to pay tribute to him. 
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The nutritional supplements you sent Gavin, arrived the other day. They are certainly expensive! It is interesting to read on the boxes all the benefits they confer. However, every one of these is marked with an ‘*’ indicating that the FDA does not accept the claims and that they are not meant to treat, cure or prevent any disease! If that is the case, why take them? I also note that the amounts of some of the ingredients are up to 17 times the RDA. Whew! I will still be taking them though. Also received the e-photo album of Kaia et al. Thanks. Very interesting. Nadine, who asked if I knew of a person named Sheldon at CUHK. Yes, his name is Mark Sheldon and he worked at the ‘Yale-in-China centre’ (formerly the HK-America Centre). However, I did not know him really well. You also said he lived in Residence 12. Are you sure? That was our residence and I cannot remember him being there. Anyway, what is your connection with him?
In Sydney yesterday, the ABs just beat Australia 19-18 from a penalty in the second last minute. There was only one try in the whole game. Daniel Carter was back in the team again after his stint in France and his time off because of his Achilles heel injury. He got 17 of their 19 points. 

You will certainly be aware that the man sentenced as being the ‘Lockerbie bomber’ was released the other day on compassionate grounds having served just eight of his 27-year sentence. I watched the proceedings live on the BBC from the announcement by the Scottish justice secretary to the release a short time later and then the departure of the Libyan airline which had arrived in Glasgow while the release announcement was being made (which means that Libya had advance notice). Of course, it did not go down well with many of the families of the US victims. However, not all; there are US families who agree with the decision but who, of course, are less vocal. There is also considerable doubt as to whether the right person was convicted. However, the so-called ‘hero’s welcome’ on his return was a bit excessive. Do you remember passing through Lockerbie when we were in Scotland in 1990? 

A little factoid - Hawaii became the 50th US state just 50 years ago. Did you know this? I did not realise it was only so recently. 

In HK, schools re-open in just over a week. A pilot scheme is to be carried out in some schools in Tai Po to test students for drugs. Drug taking among school students has become a big problem in HK. Not everybody agrees with the idea of testing and not all the details have been worked out nor all the possible consequences though through, but it will be carried out in a few schools. 
For the Indonesia science textbook project, I can now see the light at the end of the tunnel. I have nearly finished writing the last chapter for the P6 book. There will still be a lot of proofreading to do but the hard work is nearly over, unless they expect me to write teachers’ guides. 

That’s about it for this week.
Cheers
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